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CHAPTER 01

Early Life and Military Service
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Ziaur Rahman was born in 1936 in Bogra. He joined the Pakistan Military Academy and was

commissioned as an officer, later serving with distinction in the East Bengal Regiment.

His military training shaped the discipline, punctuality and organisational clarity that later defined his

public administration — qualities this volume studies as transferable leadership habits.
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CHAPTER 02

1971: The Declaration and the War
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On 27 March 1971 Major Ziaur Rahman broadcast a declaration of independence from Kalurghat radio

station, Chattogram. He went on to command Sector 1 and later the Z Force brigade.

For a student of leadership the lesson is initiative under uncertainty: acting decisively when the chain of

command is broken, and then rebuilding structure around that action.
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CHAPTER 03

Nation-Building and the 19-Point Programme
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As President he articulated a 19-point programme centred on food self-sufficiency, rural development,

population planning, literacy and industrial growth.

The canal-digging movement, mass literacy drive and village self-government experiments are studied

here as examples of mobilising ordinary citizens around measurable national goals.
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CHAPTER 04

Foreign Policy and Regional Cooperation
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He proposed regional cooperation in South Asia, an idea that matured into SAARC, and pursued

balanced relations with neighbours and the wider Muslim world.
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CHAPTER 05

Leadership Lessons for a Digital Generation
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Self-reliance today is digital: skills, verified credentials, honest work and export earnings. The Forum

reads the self-reliance doctrine as a mandate for skill-based employment.

Discipline, service before self, measurable targets, and building institutions rather than personalities —

these are the four habits this volume asks every young member to practise.
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